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are to win freedom. Will the thanksgiving of the nation over nay
release be turned into a solid unity between the communities?
That will restore me to health far quicker than any medical treat-
ment or rest-cure. When I heard in the jail of the tension between
Hindus and Mussalmans in certain places, my heart sank within
me. The rest I am advised to have will be no rest with the bur-
den of disunion preying upon me. I ask all those who cherish love
towards me to utilize it in furtherance of the union we all desire.
I know that the task is difficult. But nothing is difficult if we
have a living faith in God. Let us realize our own weakness and
approach Him and He will surely help. It is weakness which
breeds fear and fear breeds distrust. Let us both shed our fear,
but I know that, even if one of us will cease to fear, we shall cease
to quarrel. Nay, I say that your tenure of office will be judged
solely by what you can do in the cause of union. I know that we
love each other as brothers. I ask you, therefore, to share my
anxiety and help me to go through the period of illness with a
lighter heart.
If we could but visualize the growing pauperism of the land
and realize that the spinning-wheel is the only remedy for the
disease, the wheel will leave us little leisure for fighting. I had
during the last two years ample time and solitude for hard thinking*
It made me a firmer believer than ever in the efficacy of the Bar-
doli programme and, therefore, in the unity between the races,
the charkha, the removal of untouchability and the application
of non-violence in thought, word and deed to our methods as in-
dispensable for swaraj. If we faithfully and fully carry out this
programme, we need never resort to civil disobedience and I should
hope that it will never be necessary. But I must state that my
thinking prayerfully and in solitude has not weakened my belief
in the efficiency and righteousness of civil disobedience. I hold
it, as never before, to be a man's or a nation's right and duty
when its vital being is in jeopardy. I am convinced that it is at-
tended with less danger than war and, whilst the former, when
successful, benefits both the resister and the wrongdoer, the latter
harms both the victor and the vanquished.
You will not expect me to express any opinion on the vexed
question of return by Congressmen to the Legislative Councils and
Assembly. Though I have not in any way altered my opinion about
the boycott of Councils, Law Courts and Government Schools, I
have no data for coming to a judgment upon the alterations made
at Delhi, and I do not propose to express,any opinion until I have
had the opportunity of discussing the question with our illustrious